
STRENGTHENING THE U.S. 
SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUEL MARKET

RESTORE THE FULL VALUE OF THE SAF TAX CREDIT BY 
PASSING THE SECURING AMERICA’S FUELS (SAF) ACT 
(S. 3759 AND H.R. 6518)

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) is the only practical alternative to conventional jet fuel available today. 
With no other drop‑in solutions on the horizon and traditional refineries not expanding jet fuel production, 
SAF provides airlines — and the United States — with a domestic, scalable pathway to support future 
aviation growth while strengthening energy security.

SAF is an essential component in expanding the role of domestically produced energy within the U.S. 
jet‑fuel market. Scaling SAF production will require significant new capital investment supported by stable, 
long‑term tax and energy policy. The Securing America’s Fuels (SAF) Act (S. 3759 and H.R. 6518) would 
establish a policy structure designed to encourage market development through the sustainable aviation 
fuel credit and by extending the 45Z clean fuel production credit through 2033. This type of policy certainty 
can help unlock private‑sector investment, increase domestic SAF production capacity, and reinforce U.S. 
leadership in advancing lower‑carbon aviation fuels.

Scaling SAF production 
requires durable 
incentives like those that 
supported the build out 
of the bio-diesel industry.

SAF production requires 
new capital investment.

Restoring the full value 
of the SAF tax credit 
creates a more level 
playing field for jet and 
diesel fuel buyers.

The SAF market is 
new and immature 
compared with the 
20-year-established 
bio- and renewable 
diesel market.
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SAF AND RENEWABLE DIESEL ARE COMPLEMENTARY 
FUELS THAT STRENGTHEN THE MARKET TOGETHER

•	 SAF DOES NOT COMPETE WITH RENEWABLE DIESEL. Most SAF in the U.S. is 
produced at refineries that primarily produce renewable diesel. Refineries 
that produce SAF typically produce 80% renewable diesel and 20% SAF.   

•	 SAF STRENGTHENS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR REFINERIES. SAF is a value-
added product that enables low-carbon fuel refineries to broaden their 
market and revenue mix beyond road transportation to include aviation, as 
well as burgeoning export markets.

•	 IN THE ABSENCE OF A SAF MARKET, THESE BIOREFINERIES WOULD BE LESS 
PROFITABLE WITH LESS MARKET POTENTIAL. Policies that discourage SAF 
production weaken refinery economics, constrain growth potential, and 
could reduce domestic production of both low-carbon diesel and SAF.

•	 A HIGHER SAF CREDIT RATE DRIVES NEW PRODUCTION AND DIVERSIFICATION. 
A stronger SAF credit rate supports investment in new production facilities 
and emerging pathways, including Alcohol-to-Jet (ATJ), helping diversify 
feedstocks, expand fuel supply, and strengthen overall refinery economics.

•	 BIODIESEL AND RENEWABLE DIESEL PRODUCTION FAR EXCEEDS THE PRODUCTION 
OF SAF. In 2025, the U.S. produced 3.1 billion gallons of renewable diesel and 1.4 
billion gallons of biodiesel compared to 240 million gallons of SAF. SAF is roughly 
1% of U.S. output of renewable diesel and biodiesel.  

•	 FEEDSTOCKS ARE ABUNDANT. Biomass-based diesel, including SAF, will likely 
range from 5-7 billion gallons in 2026-2027 with potential to grow to at least 
9 billion gallons by 2030.

•	 SAF IS NOT IN COMPETITION WITH OTHER BIOFUELS and is needed to 
maintain future aviation growth with no new refinery capacity being built 
for conventional petroleum jet fuel.

CONGRESS SHOULD ACT TO RESTORE THE FULL SECTION 
45Z SAF TAX CREDIT, ENSURING A LEVEL PLAYING 
FIELD, SUPPORTING INVESTMENT IN DOMESTIC ENERGY 
PRODUCTION, AND ENABLING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 
COMPETITIVE SAF MARKET.
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